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U.S. Share of World Meat Exports Increased Significantly

Since mid-1980's, but Competition Is on the Rise
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Overthepast 15 years, theU.S. share of world meat exportsincreased significantly, facilitated,
in part, by market access agreements that liberalized trade. Stronger competition from other
meat exporting nations has limited the growth of U.S. market share in recent years. For
poultry, the United Statesisforecast to dominate the export market in 2001 with 48 percent of
world trade, down marginally from the 2000 estimate. Brazil and Chinaare major competitors
with the United States in the poultry export market. For beef, the 2001 U.S. export shareis
forecast at 19 percent of world exports. Australia and Canada represent the principal
competition, but Brazil and Argentinaare up and coming suppliers, especially if they overcome
the recent setback due to foot and mouth disease (FMD ) occurrences. For pork, the U.S. is
forecast to dightly increase its market share in 2001 to 19 percent of world exports. A large
cutback inthe EU pork subsidy level will likely generate some additional opportunitiesfor U.S.
pork exporters.
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